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Library lesson every 2 weeks 
Term 1: Autumn Term 2: Autumn Term 3: 

Spring 
Term 4: Spring Term 5: 

Summer 
Term 6: Summer 

Reading Animal Poetry and 

non-fiction extracts 
 
How do poets capture animals 
through their word choices? 
 
How can I learn a poem by heart 
and perform it with expression? 

 
Writing Poetry 
How can I choose ambitious 
vocabulary and use devices to 
create effects? 
How do I keep improving the 
accuracy of my spelling? 
 

 

Reading Sherlock Holmes by Conan Doyle  
 
How can the reader find evidence and make deductions? 
 
Crime scene investigation – group discussion 
How can I listen closely and make contributions that move 
the discussion forward? 
 
Report writing 
How can I match the style to the purpose and audience? 
How can I organise and link my paragraphs? 
 
Creative writing 
How can I come up with good ideas for my own story? 
How can I create a convincing and imaginative character? 
How can I use different types of sentences and a range of 
punctuation to create deliberate effects? 
 
 
  

Reading ‘The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas’ 
 
How does Boyne create a sense of 
uncertainty and fear? 
What can you infer about characters 
from their behaviour, thoughts and 
feelings? 
 
Writing non-fiction 
How can I match the style to the 
purpose and audience? 

 
Group discussion  
How can I engage with others’ ideas 
and feelings? 

 

Reading 
‘Frankenstein’ 
by Philip Pullman 
(alongside Shelley 
extracts) 
What are the key ideas 
and themes explored in 
‘Frankenstein’?   
How can I challenge 
other’s opinions? 
 
 

Class Magazine 
(CEW) 
How can I match the 
style to the purpose and 
audience? 

Independent Learning Independent Learning Independent Learning Independent Learning 
 
Prepare a dramatic reading of your 
favourite poem and perform to the 
class; 
Collect vocabulary and ideas for 
your own poems. 
Key words / Spellings: infer, 
deduce, skimming, scanning, 
visualising, vocabulary, quotation, 
effect, stanza, adjective, verb, 
adverb, viewpoint, attitude, 
terminology, language devices: 
imagery, simile, metaphor, 
alliteration, onomatopoeia, 
personification, rhyme 

 
Research the historical context; 
Read and watch a variety of detective / crime fiction; 
Collect ideas for your own creative writing in a journal  

 
Key words / Spellings: prediction, purpose, audience, 
format, style, simple/ compound / complex sentences, 
subordinate, cohesion, connective, paragraph, conclusion, 
character, convention, dialogue, narrative, mystery 
 

 
It is better if pupils do not read the 
novel or watch the film in advance! 
Choose texts from an extended 
reading list of historical fiction. 
 
Key words / Spellings: atmosphere, 
tension, chapter, difference, similarity, 
segregation, separation, perspective,  

 
 

 

 
Read modern 
adaptations of period 
texts, such as Dickens 
and Austen; 
Read a variety of 
magazines.  
Key words / Spellings: 
scene, playwright, 
director, stage, role, 
dramatic  
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