
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Newsletter 2016-2017 
4th November 2016 – Term 2, Week 1 

 

Weekly message from the 
Headteacher – Mrs Helen Key 
 

 
 
Firstly I would like to thank the Chailey 
community for making me feel so 
welcome since the beginning of 
September.  Term 1 flew by and I hope 
you used the October break for some 
quality family time. 
 
As we finished Term 1 we had twenty 
eight of our intrepid students on an 
‘adventure of a lifetime’ in Nepal.  I know 
they had a life changing experience and 
they will be sharing what they learned 
with other students through assemblies 
over the coming weeks.  We also have 
tutor groups presenting assemblies to 
raise awareness of charity organisations.  
The students really gain confidence from 
presenting to their peers 
 

Term 2 has begun really successfully.  I 
continue to be impressed with the 
commitment to learning I see in 
classrooms at Chailey School. 
 
November is a busy month for Year 11 as 
they begin their revision for trial exams.  
It is really important students take the 
opportunity of these exams seriously.  
Only by revising and preparing properly 
will teachers know what students really 
can and can’t do and be able to ensure 
that lessons and interventions are 
focused on the skills and knowledge 
students are finding difficult. 
 
I wish all of our school community a 
happy and successful Term 2.   
 
Please remember I run a Headteacher’s 
parent surgery most Wednesdays from 
4.00pm to 6.00pm.  Appointments can be 
made by telephoning the school. 
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Chailey School’s Amazing Trip to 
Nepal 
 

 
 
Twenty six Year 9 & 10 students, along 
with three members of staff, returned to 
Chailey on Saturday 29th October after 
fifteen days in Nepal.  The students flew 
to Kathmandu where they spent two days 
seeing the sights, before taking a 
fourteen hour bus journey into the 
Everest mountain region, arriving at their 
campsite in pitch black and with no 
electricity.  The journey was well worth it 
however, when the following morning 
students awoke to the sight of the sun 
rising on Everest itself.  
  
Six days of hiking and camping 
followed in order to reach Maati Village, 
where students camped for a further four 
nights while spending their days carrying 
out volunteer work and giving donations 
to assist in the rebuilding of the local 
school following last year’s earthquake, 
they also provided the villagers with 
clothing and supplies for the winter 
months and the children's schooling.  The 
students’ efforts were hugely appreciated 
by the village, who demonstrated this 
with a traditional Nepalese ceremony of 
thanks on their departure. 
  
The group arrived back in Kathmandu 
after one further night camping and 
another fourteen hour bus journey 
through the mountains.  A few hours 
shopping in the local area was taken 
before flying back to the UK for a well-
earned shower and sleep! 
  

All of the students were exceptional 
throughout the trip and were a credit to 
themselves, their parents and the school.  
They showed remarkable resilience under 
some very testing conditions and handled 
every challenge that was thrown at them 
admirably. 
 

Ben Austin 
KS4 Director 
 

Student Council 
 

 
 
The first meeting of our Student Council 
this academic year happened in the 
middle of October.  Our Student Council 
collected views from all students on 
priorities for school improvement work 
this year.  They are now busy collecting 
more specific information to decide their 
priorities.  Last academic year students 
raised over £1,000 to buy new outside 
furniture and one of their aims this year 
will be to fundraise for facilities and 
equipment the students would like. 
 

Helen Key 
Headteacher 
 

GCSE Art Trial Exam 
  

The Year 11 GCSE Art Trial Exam is next 
Tuesday and Wednesday.  Can parents 
please make sure their children have their 
sketchbooks in school for both days. 
 
Thank you, Mrs Johnson. 
 
 
 
 



Allergies at Chailey School 
 

Please be aware we have a number of 
students with severe allergies.  Peanuts 
are a particular problem and we would be 
grateful for your consideration of this 
when sending food into school with your 
children.  Thank you! 

 
Parking around Chailey School 
 

Please be aware the roads around school 
get very busy at the beginning and end of 
the school day.  Please park responsibly 
and legally and be considerate to our 
neighbours. 
 

Year 7 Students visit Chailey 
Heritage Patchwork Farm 
 

 

Lucy Joyce, 7 Ashdown, writes: 

On Thursday 29th September, six Year 7 
Charity Reps visited Chailey Heritage to 
support the launch of a new therapy farm 
that they are fundraising to be built in their 
grounds. 

Chailey Heritage is a local learning centre 
for children and young people with 
complex disabilities. 
 

We were delighted to attend the 
wonderful event and understand how the 
project will help so many people learn 
and enjoy the company of animals and 
pets.  It is important that the young 
people at Chailey Heritage have the 
opportunity to learn about the animals 
and care for them. 
 
The launch event was a great way to 
introduce the project to the local 
community and encourage fundraising for 
the fantastic cause.  An array of different 
animals were available to be petted 
including sheep, goats, donkeys, rabbits, 
dogs and guinea pigs.  There were crafty 
activities and opportunities to meet some 
of the staff and children of Chailey 
Heritage.  Excitingly, Guest of Honour, 
the well-known TV and stage actor, 
Christopher Timothy, was available to 
launch the Patchwork Farm project by 
making an inspiring speech about the 
importance of animals in the education of 
young people. 
 
He dug the first spade in the ground to 
symbolise that the project had begun. 
 
We are excited about this wonderful 
project and can’t wait to raise some 
money at Chailey School for Patchwork 
Farm. 
 

Headteacher’s Student of the Week 
 

Last term Chailey School introduced 
‘Headteacher’s Student of the Week’ to 
recognise students that have produced 
exceptional work, shown care and 
support for others or supported the 
school or wider community. 
 
The first two winners were: 
 
Matthew Cudley (Year 9 Firle) for 
outstanding work coding a website. 
 
Samuel Mathers (Year 7 Firle) for 
outstanding attitude and commitment to 
Spanish. 



This week’s winner is Charlotte Caughley 
(Year 8 Ashdown) for an amazing, 
imaginative homework in English creating 
a 3D model of her ‘other world’.  The 
work showed real creativity and incredible 
detail and effort.   
 
Well done Charlotte.  The photograph 
below shows Charlotte’s homework. 
 

 
 
Artist of the week 
 

 
 
Echo Goddard, 9 Glynde, is Artist of the 
Week for the once upon a time project. 
 

Christmas Fayre   
Saturday 3rd December   
11am-1:30pm 
 

The Friends of Chailey have been very 
fortunate to receive over thirty prizes, 
which have been donated to their 
Christmas Fayre Raffle.  Prizes include 
two Arsenal football tickets donated 

by 1st Central Insurance, £100 theatre 
voucher donated by Stanley Partners, 
Holiday on Ice tickets donated by the 
Brighton Centre together with various 
meal, golf, equestrian and days out 
vouchers.  Please help them by selling 
the raffle tickets that you received 
this week to your family, friends and 
work colleagues.  

 
They ask that you just return the sold 
raffle ticket stubs together with 
payment to Student Services. 
Additional tickets are available from 
Mrs Peck’s office. (Cheques made 
payable to Chailey School Enrichment 
Fund). 

 
Over the next few weeks The Friends 
will be collecting donations for the 
Christmas Fayre.  So if you’re able to 
help with any of the following then 
please bring them into school. 
 
Christmas Hampers 
Christmas puddings, mince pies, jams, 
pickles, mulled wine, chocolates, 
biscuits, nuts etc to fill our hampers. 

 

Gift Tombola 
Unused birthday presents, last year’s 
Christmas gifts can be put to good 
use. This tombola is for anything that 
you may have at home that is in good 
condition. 

 

Bottle Tombola 
Bottles from shampoo to Champagne.  

 

Chocolate Tombola 
Any kind of chocolate! 

 

Books, games & toys 
Good quality books, games and toys. 

 

The Friends have also signed up to 

easyfundraising, please register with them 

to raise funds for the school every time 

you shop online.  

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ 
fochailey 



Upcoming events and dates 
 

NOVEMBER 2016 
  Tuesday 1 - 11 Y11 Science Controlled Assessment Re-takes  

Friday 4 Y11 Progress Reports Home 

Monday  7 Y11 History Controlled Assessment Part C 

Tuesday & Wednesday 8 & 9 Y11 Trial Art Exam 

Wednesday  9 19:00 Success in Year 11 Evening  

Wednesday 16 Enterprise Day  

Thursday 17 16:30 Y11 Parents' Evening 

Saturday 19 D of E Training Day 

Tuesday 22 Y11 Poetry Live Trip 

Thursday 24 19:00 Presentation Evening (Class of 2016) 

Friday  25 Y9 Academic Reviews Home 

Friday  25 Y11 Maths Trip (A,G & T students) 

Monday - Friday 28 - 2 Dec Y11 Trial Exams week 

DECEMBER 2016 
  Friday 2 Y10 Progress Reports Home 

Friday  2 Non School Uniform Day 

Saturday 3 Xmas Fayre  

Thursday 8 16:30 Y9 Parents' Evening 

Friday 9 Y7 & Y8 Progress Reports Home 

Friday 9 Y11 Geography Controlled Assessments completed 

Friday – Sunday 9 – 11 Y11 German Trip to Cologne 

Sunday 11 Xmas Show all day Rehearsal 

Monday 12 Xmas Show all day Rehearsal 

Tuesday 13 Xmas Show – Primary Matinee 

Wednesday 14 Xmas Lunch 

Wednesday & Thursday 14 & 15 19:00  Christmas Show 

Friday  16 School closes at 13:00 for staff and students 

 
 
 




