
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Newsletter 2016-2017 
10th March 2017 – Term 4, Week 3 

 

Lego Mindstorm Competition 
 

 

 
 



Weekly message from the 
Headteacher – Mrs Key 
 

 
 
Earlier in the week I sent an e-mail to all 
parents about the launch of 'Fair and Sufficient 
Funding Campaign' launched by Headteachers 
across East Sussex.  Firstly, may I thank those 
of you that have already taken the time to 
contact your MP about the issue.  I would also 
like to urge other parents to contact your MP.  
The more voices that are heard the more 
pressure we can apply to ensure we get 
adequate funding into the future.  You will no 
doubt have heard in the budget news that there 
will be £320 million for new free schools and 
grammar schools.  There will also be some 
central funds allocated for refurbishment of 
school buildings which require attention.  
However, the vast majority of existing schools, 
including Chailey School, are not due to receive 
any additional funding.  Costs in schools have 
risen substantially, and will continue to rise, 
under the burden of increased taxes.  This is 
already making it extremely difficult to manage 
schools effectively and, unless the Government 
commits a higher portion of the budget to 
education, Headteachers across the country can 
only see the situation getting worse. 
 
Thank you to all parents for their positive 
support of the school at the Year 10 Parents' 
Evening last night. 
 
If you have a child in Year 11 please do make 
every effort to attend our Study Skills and Exam 
Information Evening next Wednesday at 
6.00pm.  This is an opportunity to find out how 
we can work together to support our students in 
their final weeks of preparation for GCSE exams.  
There is a lot of information to share with you 
about arrangements leading up to, and during, 
the exam period. 
 

I am very grateful to the Friends of Chailey 
School for everything that they do to raise 
additional money for the school.  They have 
added a new event to their diary.  On the 30th 
March at 7.00pm we will hosting the first ever 

'Chailey's got Talent' evening, with performers 
from Years 7, 8 and 9.  Please come and 

support this event.  Tickets are just £2 for 
children and £5 for adults and any refreshments 
you buy will add directly to the total raised.  We 
are raising money for a 3D printer for use in 
Technology and Art.  Having this wonderful 
piece of equipment will allow us to enhance the 
work of the students substantially.  If you are 
unable to attend the evening but would like to 
help us raise this money through a donation 
please contact Janine Slade, Business Manager, 
at the school.   
 
Thanks to parents and owners of 'Stanley and 
Partners' we are also holding an Easter Egg 
Raffle for the students.  Raffle tickets will cost 
£1 and there will be a chance to win a hamper 
of chocolate goodies to take home for the Easter 
break.  Funds raised from the raffle will also go 
towards the purchase of a 3D printer. 
 
I would like to thank you in anticipation of your 
support for our campaign for sufficient funding 
and for any support you can give us to raise 
money for the 3D printer. 
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Headteacher’s Student of the Week 
 

Ed Walker-Reilly (11AS) for dedication to his 
studies and for always striving for the best 
possible results. 

 
Year 10 Varndean College taster day 
 

The taster day is being held on Friday 7th July 
2017.  Copies of the brochure and application 
form can either be obtained via the website 
www.varndean.ac.uk or from the students form 
tutor.  The closing date is Friday 12th May 2017.  
Completed application forms are to be sent to 
Varndean College.  Any queries, please contact 
Mrs Bodner sbodner@chaileyschool.org / 01273 
890407. 

 
Sponsored Readathon for Year 7 
 

For the next fortnight Year 7 will be taking part 
in the Sponsored Readathon.  This is an annual 
event and combines reading for pleasure with 

raising money for sick children in hospital.  This 
year we are hoping to raise £750. 
 
Books really can change your lives. 
 

 

 
Chailey School supporting Comic 
Relief and Nepal Charity 
 

As you will be aware Friday 24th March is Comic 
Relief or Red Nose Day and like many other 
schools across the land, we will be having a 
non-uniform day.  We would like students to 
wear something red if possible, although not 
essential, and ask that they bring along a £1.00 
contribution.  We will also be selling red noses in 
school that day. 
 
The clothing needs to be appropriate for school 
i.e. no cropped tops or shorts at this time of 
year and no fancy dress.  We also ask that the 
“something red” is an item of clothing/shoes etc. 
and not red hair dye or face paint. 
 
The school is also supporting a school in Nepal 
where twenty six of our students enjoyed a visit 
in October.  There will be another visit in 2018 
and in the meantime we are raising funds to 
help with the rebuilding of the small village 
school.  Therefore the money raised on Friday 
24th March will be split between Comic Relief 
and the project in Nepal. 
 
Thank you for supporting Chailey School with all 
of the charities for whom we raise money.  We 
are very proud of the effort and work our 
students put into fundraising throughout the 
school year. 

 
 
 

http://www.varndean.ac.uk/
mailto:sbodner@chaileyschool.org


Lego Mindstorm competition 
 

A group of ten Year 7 and Year 8 students 
recently competed at the Lego Mindstorm 
competition in Winchester.  During the 
competition they showed how they had 
designed and built their Lego robots to complete 
different missions.  They also had to present a 
way to tackle a scientific problem and work as a 
team to complete a surprise task.  
 
Max Donfrancesco (7 Caburn) writes: 
 
The day was amazing!  We arrived at 7am at 
our school, we all brought packed lunches.  We 
arrived around two hours later at the Winchester 
Science Centre which is huge!  We were told to 
go to a black marquee with every other school 
who was doing the competition.   
 
When it was actually our turn, the results were 
50/50.  Some of it went really well and some of 
it could have been improved.  By accident we 
clicked the wrong program!  Nobody was upset 
that we didn't win and we all had loads of fun at 
the event and we would love to do it again.  At 
the end of the competition we all got to go and 
explore the centre and we did their activities 
and it was really fun! 

 
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers 
 

The PE Department are collecting Sainsbury's 
Active Kids Vouchers.  These help provide 
valuable additional resources so any donations 
are gratefully received.  The collection box is 
located in the PE Office. 

 
Music at Chailey 
 

As these photos show, students at Chailey have 
the opportunity to play a variety of instruments 
and music lessons are always enjoyable and 
enriching. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Hattie wins a place at the Yehudi 
Menuhin Music School 
 

Hattie Quick, a Year 11 student, has just heard 
the amazing news that she has won a place at 
the prestigious Yehudi Menuhin Music School.  
She will start in September as a weekly boarder 
to study the viola.  Well done Hattie!  We are 
immensely proud of all you have achieved. 
 

 



GCSE Musicians 
 

Well done to the GCSE musicians for their 

exams on Tuesday and Wednesday.  The 
visiting moderator from WJEC was impressed 

with general conduct as well as musicality.  The 

next deadline is Easter for their 2 compositions.  
Thank you to parents for your support. 
 

Consultation on School Term and 
Holiday Dates 2018/19 
 

East Sussex County Council is consulting on 
three options for school term and holiday dates 
for the academic year 2018/19.  The council are 
inviting schools, parents/carers and other 

interested parties to tell them their preferred 

option.  We hope that as many people as 
possible will respond.  The consultation can be 
accessed online by using the following link: 
https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/childrens
-services/east-sussex-school-term-and-holiday-
dates-2018-19/ 
 
Comments should be submitted by Friday 

10th March 2017. 

 
The Director of Children’s Services will confirm 

the agreed dates by Monday 27th March.  
Dates will be published on the East Sussex 
County Council website shortly afterwards. 

 
Year 10 MFL trial speaking exams 
 

The week beginning 27th March all of Year 10 
will have a trial language speaking exam 
covering two conversation topics.  They should 
be preparing and practising their answers over 
the coming weeks.  Thank you in advance for 
your support with this.  Any queries please 
contact your son/daughter's MFL teacher. 
 
Ms Morrow (FTL for MFL) 

 
Year 8 Netball 
 

The Year 8 Girls Netball team had a fantastic 

match against UCTC on Tuesday 7th March.  Our 

team of seven girls took charge from the outset 
taking an early lead.  After the first two quarters 
the score was 8-4 to Chailey, the game could 
still go either way at that point.  After a quick 
team talk the girls took to the court again and 

played a fast, faultless game.  Their hard work 
paid off and they won 19-5!  A brilliant game! 
 

 
 
Year 10 Cambridge trip  
 

On Tuesday 7th March, fourteen Year 10 

students received the opportunity to visit 
Cambridge University.  During the trip, we got 
the chance to visit two of the colleges that are a 
part of the university.  We firstly visited Churchill 
College, a far more modern college set around 
ten minutes from the city centre, and originally 
founded by wartime leader Winston Churchill.  
After lunch, we then visited a far more old and 
castle-like part of the university; this was Trinity 
college, a world-famous college known for 
producing figures such as Sir Isaac Newton, 
founded by King Henry VIII during the 1500s.  
The trip gave us a great insight into university 
life and what Cambridge specifically has to offer.  
As an extremely famous and famously difficult 
university to get into, it gave us a chance to see 
what could be achieved and gave many of us a 
desire to reach that top level.  
 
Eleanor Lomas (Year 10) 
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UK Maths Challenge 
 

Charlotte, Angelo, Tom and Hollie write: 
 

On the 8th March we travelled by minibus to 

Robertsbridge Community College to take part in 
the UK Maths Challenge.  It was a really fun and 
enjoyable day.  In the end we did not come last 
or in the top three.   
 
There were four rounds.  In the first round we 

worked together to solve ten questions in forty 
five minutes.  Our favourite round was the relay 

round where we had to run between tables 
dodging in and out of people and desks.  It was 
an energetic experience where adrenaline was 
running high. 
 
At the end we received a gift and a certificate.  
We'd like to thank Miss Godfrey and Mrs 
Hickman for taking us to this event.  It was 
really memorable. 

 

 
 
Creative Writing Competition at 
Chailey School 
 

To coincide with 'Word Book Day' and to 
promote and cultivate our love of reading at 
Chailey School, we are organising a Chailey 
Creative Writing Competition for all students in 
years 7, 8 and 9.  
 
The rules are as follows: 
 

 Any creative writing is welcome e.g. a 
poem, an introduction to a story, a 
factual article, a short story.  The writing 
MUST be between 250-500 words.  

 The deadline is Wednesday 29th March.  

 Hand the work in to your English teacher 
or to Mrs Duck in the school library and 
make sure your name is clearly marked 
on it. 

 
Artist of the Week 
 

Indi Barrow and Matthew Gardner (8AS) for 
their final pieces in our Figure and Form project. 
 

 

 
Chailey’s Got Talent 
 

The Friends of Chailey School are delighted to 
announce the first Chailey’s Got Talent 
performance on Thursday 30th March 2017 at 
7pm.  This will be a non-competitive showcase 
of the varied and amazing talents of our Year 7, 
8 and 9 students.   
 
Tickets will be on sale from Monday 20th March 
at break times only at Student Services.  The 
cost will be £5 for adults and £2 for children.  
Refreshments and a raffle will be available on 
the night.  Funds raised from the evening will go 
towards the purchase of a 3D printer for 
Technology. 

 
Vacancies at Chailey School 
 

Chailey School has a vacancy for a School 
Administrative Assistant on a fixed term contract 
until 31st July 2017.  Full details are on the 
school website.  Please do share this information 
with friends and relatives who may be 
interested. 
 
We also have a vacancy for a Teacher of 
Science from September 2017.  Further details 
and the job description are available on the 
school website.  The closing date for 

applications is 24th March 2017 at noon. 



 
Guten Tag! 
 

Guten Tag!  My name is Solveig Krabbenhoeft-
Wiegand.  I’m from Buedingen near Frankfurt in 
Germany. 
 
At my secondary school (http://www.schule-am-
dohlberg.de/) I’m an English teacher and I also 
teach students how to prepare themselves for 
their working life.  I’ve come all the way to 
Chailey to find out about the differences in both 
our school systems and after three weeks I am 
very impressed and a bit jealous about the 
things I found out. 
 
I like the way you’re well equipped in the 
classrooms and I’m very impressed by the high 
standard in language teaching.  We do have a 
difference here in grading the students’ efforts 
though.  In Germany half of the grade is on oral 
ability whereas the focus here is more on the 
written work. 
 
In ICT the students at Chailey not only learn the 
basics in coding but also in developing 
competencies for solving problems.  Our pupils 
are merely taught the basics on a PC.  I will 
definitely make my students reflect on their 
learning process a bit more and use your “www” 
and “ebi”- ritual for this. 
 
However, I’d like to introduce you to my second 
subject, too: it’s called “Arbeitslehre” and means 
the preparation for jobs.  Here they find out 
more about their skills.  They have to research 
on various jobs and the skills needed for them.  
In these lessons they carry out role plays for 
interviews and we talk about job applications, 
CVs etc.  On top of this, like you, our students 
have the opportunities to go on work experience 

for two weeks in Year 10 and again in Year 11. 
 
I’d love to see some of the students come over 
and meet my students at the youth hostel in our 
medieval town in the middle of Germany.  My 
pupils will be very pleased to get such nice 
replies to their letters they wrote in advance.  It 
would be a very suitable partnership for both 
our schools. 
 
Auf Wiedersehen. Tschuess!! 
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Upcoming events and dates 
 
 

SPRING TERM 2017 

MARCH 2017     

Monday - Friday 13 - 17 Science Week 

Tuesday 14 Y10 Relationships Day 

Wednesday  15 18:00 Y11 Study Skills, Revision & Exam Preparation Evening 

Wednesday 15 Y11 Progress Reports home 

Thursday 16 BBC School News Report Day 2016 

Friday and Saturday 17 & 18  D of E Training Event 

Monday - Friday 20 - 24 Y11 Walking/Talking Trial Exam week 

Thursday 23 16:30 Y8 Parents' Evening and Progress Reports home 

Monday - Friday 27 - 31 GCSE Dance Moderation all week 

Monday - Friday 27 - 31 Y10 MFL Trial Speaking Exams week 

Tuesday 28 GCSE Drama Exam  

Thursday 30 19:00 Chailey’s Got Talent show 

Friday 31 Y7 Progress Reports Home 

SUMMER TERM 2017 

APRIL 2017     

Monday  3 Easter Holiday begins 

Friday  14 Good Friday  

Monday  17 Easter Monday 

Tuesday 18 Term begins for staff and students at normal time 

Tuesday - Friday 18 - 21 GCSE PE Practical Moderation all week 

Tuesday 18 Y9 Men C/DTP vaccinations 

Wednesday 19 Y10 Art Trip 

Wednesday 19 Y10 Men C/DTP vaccinations 

Thursday 20 Y9/10 Men C/DTP vaccinations 

Friday – Sunday 21 – 23 D of E Silver Practice Expedition 

Tuesday and Wednesday 25 & 26 Y11 GCSE Art Exam 

Wednesday  26 Y5 Curriculum Day 

Thursday 27 UK Junior Maths Challenge 

Thursday 27 16:30 Y7 Parents' Evening 
 



CHAILEY’S 

 

Thursday 30th March 7.00pm School Hall 
 

New Event!    One to watch! 
 

The Friends of Chailey School are delighted to announce the first 
Chailey’s Got Talent performance on Thursday 30th March 2017 at 7pm. 
 
This will be a non-competitive showcase of the varied and amazing 
talents of our Year 7, 8 and 9 students.   
 
Tickets will be on sale from the Finance Office from 20th March, £5 for 
adults and £2 for children.  Refreshments and a raffle will be available on 
the night. 
 
Funds raised from the evening will go towards the purchase of a 3d 
printer for Technology. 
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The Friends of Chailey School have joined Easyfundraising.  
  

Whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your annual holiday - you could 
be helping the Friends of Chailey raise funds for the school.  

Each purchase generates a donation.  So instead of going directly to a retailer’s website, go to 
easyfundraising first and choose the retailer you want to shop with – then everything you 
spend with that retailer earns a free donation for Friends of Chailey School.  It’s completely free 

to use and your shopping won’t cost you a penny more.  

On average, each retailer will donate 5% of the cost of your shopping - and those donations 
soon mount up.  

So whatever you need to buy, from your weekly grocery shop or fashion must-have, to your 
business travel, office supplies or mobile phone, buy it via easyfundraising and raise money for 
Friends of Chailey School at no extra cost to you!  

There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a donation, including Amazon, 
John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline and Sainsbury's – it doesn't cost you a penny extra!  
  

It's as easy as 1, 2, 3...  
  

1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fochailey/ and join for free.  
  

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and 

start shopping.  

  

3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no 

extra cost whatsoever!  

  

There are no catches or hidden charges and Friends of Chailey will be really grateful for your 
donations.  
  

Thank you for your continued support.  
  



 

  

Find out more and join here:   

easyfundraising.org.uk/ causes/fochailey/   


