
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Newsletter 2016-2017 
21st July 2017 – Term 6, Week 7 
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Weekly message from the Headteacher 

Mrs Key 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Headteacher’s Message 
 

The last week of term is finally upon us.  We have 
much to celebrate this academic year; a fantastic 

Ofsted report, national awards for student 

achievement, a letter of congratulations from the 
School’s Minister, Nick Gibb and many enrichment 

activities shared with so many students.  We have 
been successful in school competitions and have 

really improved school attendance so that it is now 

above 95% across the school.  All of these successes 
don’t happen by accident.  We have a fantastic, well-

qualified and hard-working staff team that want the 
best for all the students.  As we say goodbye on 

Friday for a few weeks I wish you all a good summer 
break – may the weather be kind to us and I hope to 

see all of the students back on the 6th September 

refreshed and ready for another year of hard work. 
 

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Catherine Michica 
back to school to lead our History Department in 

September. 

  
We say goodbye to a number of teaching and 

support staff and wish all of them the very best in 
the future. 

  

Teaching Staff 
  

Mrs Angela Fenn-Tye Teacher of Mathematics 
Mrs Lucy Barringer Teacher in charge of Music 

Mrs Kelly Rodriguez Teacher of French & Spanish 
Mr Duncan Howell KS3 English Co-ordinator  

Mrs Sarah Scanlon Teacher of English 

Miss Mara Kalsi  Teacher of History and 
                                   Beliefs & Ethics 

Ms Kirsten Hammond Teacher of Music 
Mrs Liz O'Neil  Teacher of Technology 

  

Support Staff 
  

Mrs Heather Duck             Library Manager 
Mrs Jill Cook                     Teaching Assistant 

Mrs Sue Barnard               Teaching Assistant 
Mr Michael Craig               Teaching Assistant  

Mrs Jeanette Pattenden     Site Team 

Mrs Janet Adams              School Administrator 
 

We are also really pleased to welcome new teachers 
to Chailey School, you can find their biographies 

below, and also a new Clerk to Governors Christine 
Howell.  
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Artist of the Week 
 
Artist of the Week is Martha Adamson-Dunman 
in 7 Glynde for her amazing painting. 
 

 
 
Chailey School: Representing England! 
 
We are delighted to let you know that Chailey 
School has been chosen to represent England in 
the up-coming Global Peace Games in Belgium.  

Do you know an ex-student of 
Chailey School?   

We are looking to establish an active 
alumni to help people from the 
Chailey family community to stay in 
touch and share their stories, 
adventures and triumphs with our 
students.  Please get in touch with us 
at office@chaileyschool.org 

 

mailto:office@chaileyschool.org


This event takes place in September and our 
representatives are pictured below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a funded opportunity linked to the 
Peacefield Project which links school playing 
fields to Flanders Peace Field.  Students will be 
staying with students from schools in Belgium, 
Germany and Italy.  The aim of the games is to 
commemorate the centenary of the First World 
War as well as bringing together young people 
from around the world.  As well as sporting 
competitions there will be many cultural 
activities.  The aim of the event is to 
contextualise young people’s perception of war 
and record their experiences for future 
generations.  Chailey is only one of two schools 
to be invited to the event.  We look forward to 
sharing the experiences of the students with the 
wider school and community. 
 
Celebration of Achievement Evening 
 
On Monday evening it was wonderful to 
introduce into the school a new event – our first 
Celebration of Achievement.  At this evening we 
were delighted to reward over 80 students for 
their tremendous hard work over the entire 
academic year.  The ceremony was hosted by 
some of our senior students. Awards were given 
for students who have really shown their 
commitment to specific subjects, as well as 
some of our very hard working students who 
give everything a go and try hard across the 
curriculum.  We also gave out some special 
awards for students who have really contributed 
to school life.  We hope to build on this evening 
and be back bigger and better next year.  Well 
done to everyone who won a prize or helped to 
present the evening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A full list of award winners is given below.   
 
Wales Camp (Front Page Photos) 
 
106 students and 14 staff headed off for Wales 
last week for an adventure of a lifetime.  As well 
as coping with intermittent internet connections, 
no electricity to charge phones and basic 
sleeping arrangements in tents, students got to 
try a fantastic range of outdoors activities 
including kayaking, canoeing, climbing and 
caving. Students arrived back in school last 
Friday a bit more tired and dirty, but with 
memories to last a lifetime. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver Expedition 
 
Good luck to our Year 11 students who are 
currently in the beautiful countryside of 
Shropshire completing their Silver assessed 
expedition. Students visited the Stiperstones, 
half way through their 20k day one hike. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Work Experience - National Cat Adoption 
Centre 
 
Sophie Wright: I really enjoy working at the cat 
centre. I have actually been a volunteer there 
for 6 years now. 

The work that is involved there can be quite 
tiring. I love the environment there; all the staff 
are very friendly and welcoming to any new 
volunteers. The day can fly past in moments 
and it can get quite busy. We feed the cats and 
clean their pens, health check them to make 
sure all are in good health. I find working there 
really good because it allows me to develop 
more skills in working with animals and it helps 
me gain confidence in talking to members of the 
public. Working there is very rewarding because 



you feel like you have really helped out animals 
that need your help and because it’s a charity it 
makes you realise what it takes to be a part of 
that team and work well to be able to keep up 
the highest standard of care that they have for 
the cats that come in no matter what condition. 

Annalise Halliwell: Working at Cat's Protection 
really helped me to gain a variety of skills. For 
example, being independent was very important 
as sometimes the member of staff supervising 
you had to go to an emergency, so you have to 
learn to finish the tasks by yourself. Also, it was 
very rewarding working for a charity and seeing 
how much work goes into looking after cats that 
have come into their care. 

At Cat's Protection I felt so welcome and I 
realised how important it was that they worked 
well as a team, everyone had an important role 
to play. Many of the people there actually 
volunteer so it was great to see how many 
hours people give up to take care of the cats. 

 

 

 

 

 

Work experience 
 
Year 10 students have just spent an incredibly 
worthwhile week in work placements – one of 
the students even admitted they came back to 
school for a rest.  Although work experience is 
no longer compulsory here at Chailey School we 
believe it really helps students to see the world 
beyond the classroom, and helps teach 
employability skills.  Students spent time in 
many different employment sectors including IT, 
architecture, outdoor companies, schools, 
charities, archaeology, medicine and marketing. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Curriculum Enrichment Week 

By Amber and Megan - 8 Glynde 

On Friday 14th July 2017, Year 8 were lucky 
enough to visit the Science Museum in London. 
We all met at school at 7:15 and set off on our 
journey to London. It took about 2 hours to get 
there, however, it was definitely worth it. We 
were split into groups with our form and then 
set off with our teachers to explore the 
museum. 

First, our group went into the shop. There were 
all kinds of things to purchase, varying from, 
colour changing putty and moon balls to 
stationary and technology. Once everyone was 
satisfied with their purchases, we continued to 
the ‘space’ section. This included lots of space 
rockets and suits. It was very interesting to look 
at it all and we enjoyed reading the facts. 

Next, we were allowed to walk around the 
museum, discovering the different floors and 
what they had to offer. We all loved being able 
to look around where we wanted and use the 
interactive games. 

Then, we sat down in the picnic area and ate 
our lunch. Some students bought ice creams 
and drinks. It was nice to sit down together and 
have a chat. 

When we finished eating we gathered together 
and went to the BRAND NEW WONDERLAB. It 
was so much fun. There were all kinds of things, 
such as, slides where you had to see which one 
had the most friction and which had the least 
amount of friction and seats which you sat in 
and pulled a rope to make yourself go higher 
and power a mini wind turbine. I think everyone 
thought this to be the most fun so far. 

After a very short hour in the WONDERLAB, we 
finished off our journey in the IMAX cinema 
where we watched a fish documentary in 3D. 
This was very interesting and helped us all to 



understand what it’s like to be a fish and the 
difficulties they face each day. 

Unfortunately, our day had come to an end. So 
we did a register and got on the coaches. The 
traffic wasn’t too bad so it took about 2 hours 
and 30 minutes to return to school. Our parents 
picked us up at 5:30 and we all went home. 

Even though it was an incredible day for 
everyone, it was also a long day. I’m sure we 
were all looking forward to going to bed that 
evening. 

We would definitely recommend the Science 
Museum trip to everyone! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alumni News 

Helen Scarlett left Chailey School in 2012.  
She has just graduated from Falmouth 
University with a degree in Film.  Over the 
course of her degree she has made and edited 
many short films, and done some work for BBC 
Introducing. She has an internship set up over 
the summer at a post-production house in 
London. 

Chess Competition 

A chess competition has been going on during 
the summer term in the library. 

Today was the final between two Year 10 
students, John Macleod and Dimitris Pantelis. 

The game lasted over an hour but, finally, the 
winner was John. Well done to John and 
Dimitris and all the other students who took part 
in the competition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

New Staff in September 2017 
 

 

Mr Dave 
Atherall 

Hello - my name is Dave Atherall. I’m going to be teaching English at 
Chailey in September. I’ve been teaching at Heathfield Community 

College for the last nine years and I’m really looking forward to 

coming to Chailey. I’m a big football fan and can’t wait to start 
watching Brighton and Hove Albion in the Premier League. I enjoy 

badger-watching when the weather  allows, am currently reading 
books in alphabetical order of writers’ surnames (I’m currently at P), 

am trying to get under twenty-one minutes for my 5K run and often 

play long and complicated board games. I also enjoy hanging out 
with my family, doing all of the above. I look forward to meeting you 

all in September. 
 

 

Mr Andrew 

Baxter 

My name is Andrew Baxter and I've taught Music in East Sussex for 
21 years. As well as teaching I also work as a freelance trumpet 

player which has taken me all over the world working with the likes 

of Tom Jones, Jools Holland and I've also been on Strictly Come 
Dancing (but only in the band!) 

I am really looking forward to meeting and working with the students 
of Chailey.  

 

 

Miss 

Elizabeth 
Bennett 

I am very much looking forward to returning to Chailey - where I first 

trained as a teacher over eleven years ago - to join the English team 
as Key Stage 3 Co-ordinator. I am coming from another East Sussex 

school where I have had posts of responsibility in both English and 

Media and in special educational needs. In my spare time, I am a 
very keen equestrian and enjoy hacking on the South Downs and 

competing at a local level, and I also enjoy live music and festivals.   
 

 

Mr Mark 

Darlington 

I was born in Honduras and educated in the UK, USA and Peru and 
have a degree in Zoology from UCW, Aberystwyth. In the past I’ve 

worked for various merchant banks as an equity market-maker in 
London, Madrid and Wall Street, New York.  I am passionate about 

travel and the wider world, having visited over 25 different countries 

including a 7 month trip with my family around the world.  I am also 
a fluent Spanish speaker.  I am looking forward to teaching Science 

at Chailey in September and helping young people to fulfil their 
ambitions. 

 

Miss Lorna 

Newman 

 

 
 

I am a new science teacher who has just done a PGCE at Sussex 
University. Prior to that I did a Zoology degree at Anglia Ruskin 

University, in Cambridge and worked for two and half years a science 
technician at Central Sussex College, Haywards Heath Sixth Form.  

 

Mr Nathan 

Robinson  

I was born in the north, near the wall (Hexham) and grew up in 

Kent.  A love of languages took me into the fruit import business for 
nearly 20 years.   I re-trained as a teacher at the University of 

Sussex to teach Spanish and French.  I'm a third degree black belt in 
Taekwon Do, so there might be some after-school martial arts 

classes coming soon.  I also enjoy mountain-biking, and 

snowboarding. 

 
 



 
Celebration of Achievement Evening 

 
KS3 Subject Awards 

Art:       Echo Goddard 
Beliefs and Ethics:     Rosie Pilott 

Computing:      Hebe Rowling-Ashworth  

Design Technology:     Lia Smith 
Drama:       Chance Stoner 

English:       Oliver Whittington 
French:       Megan Austin 

Geography:      Matthew Stainthorpe 

German:      Luke Wilder 
History:       Amber Wise 

Maths:       Sophie Gander 
Music:       Luke Wilson 

PE:       Bo Burt 
Science:      Chloe Matthews 

Spanish:      Matthew Gardner 

 

KS4 Subject Awards 

Art:       Rhys Beardsmore  
Beliefs and Ethics:     Lucy Clarke  

Business Studies:     Isabel Matthews  
Computer Science:     Harry Knighton   

Drama:       Imogen Smith  
English:       Theo Blincko  

Food Preparation & Nutrition:    Daniel Brightey    

French:       Connor Richardson   
Geography:      Yasmin Raja   

German:      Natalie Hutley  
Graphics:      Ethan Peck    

History:       Victoria Grover     

Maths:       Imogen Smith    
Music:       Rebecca Mewett    

PE:       Sophie Wright 
Resistant Materials:     Daniel Hurkett    

Science:      Daisy McDonald    
Spanish:      Kate Joyce  

 

Effort and Commitment across the Curriculum 
 
Year 7 
Jemimah Quick, Mylo Chamberlin, Rachael Aywek, Dylan Marlow, Freya Brincklow, Joshua Creenan, Elizabeth 

Stanley, Theo Stanway, Millie Dobson, Ethan Beckwith, Savannah Coughlan-Price, Adam Shilliam 

 
Year 8 
Charlotte Caughley, Josiah Turner, Eleanor Arbuthnot, William Grey, Lucie Blackaller, Louie Barham, India-
Amethyst Thakrar, Amber Talbot, Robert Etherton, Wilfrid Watson 

 
Year 9 
Ethan Hale, Ellie Brazier, Thor Clifford-Wilson, Hattie Silverman, Hollie Cooper, Matthew Cudby, Rosanna 

Greenwood, Dan Adams, Ruby Lilley, Corin Beckwith 
* 

Year 10 
Imogen Smith, Connor Skelton, Andreea Alexa, Ed Smith, Oliver Wise,  Tiger Burt, Dan Allen, Kate Joyce, John 

Macleod, Aphra Ricca-Richardson 

 
Special Prizes 

 
Performance Art Award:    Bo Burt  

Contribution to School Sport:   Robyn Quantrill & Ben Whelpton  

Friends of Chailey School Award:  Imogen Smith & Connor Skelton 



Upcoming Events and Dates 

 
 

 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2017 

SEPTEMBER 2017     

Wednesday  6 Term begins for students at normal time 

Thursday 7 Y7 East Sussex Music Service demonstration for students  

Monday 11 18:00 East Sussex Music Service Parents' Meeting  

Monday and Tuesday 11 & 12 Y11 Business Studies Trip 

Thursday 14 18:00 Y10 'Success in Key Stage 4' Evening  

Monday - Friday 18 to 22 Global Peace Games week 

Tuesday  19 18:30 Open Evening for Prospective Parents 

Wednesday  20 School opens for students at 10:15 

Thursday  21 U.N International Day of Peace 

Thursday 21 18:00 Friends of Chailey AGM (school library) 

Friday 22 Non-uniform day ('Jeans for Genes') 

Monday – Thursday 25 to 28 09:00 – 11:00 Open Mornings  

Wednesday  27 Y8 HPV(1) vaccinations 

Thursday 28 16:30 Y11 Tutor Meetings and Careers Information Evening  

OCTOBER 2017     

Wednesday  4 Y11 Art Trip - London 

Thursday 5 16:30 KS3 Tutors'/Parents’ Meetings 

Friday  6 Whole School Fun Run 

Monday - Friday 9 to 13 Reading Week  

Monday - Friday  9 to 13 Y9 MFL Listening & Reading exams 

Tuesday 10 Y7 TrekCo Team Building Trip (Blackland Farm) 

Friday  13 Y7-Y11 School Photos  

Friday - Monday  13 to 16 Y11 Madrid Trip  

Monday - Friday 16 to 20 The 'Big Draw' Week  

Thursday 19 18:00 Welcome to KS3 Evening for Y7 Parents  

Friday  20 Y11 Progress Reports Home 

Monday - Friday 23 to 27 Half Term Holiday  

Monday  30 Term begins for students at normal time 

Monday  30 Y11 Focussed Revision Month  



 


