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15th September 2017 – Term 1, Week 2 

 
 

Chailey welcomes the new Year 7’s 
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Message from Mrs Key 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I hope that the new school year has started well 
for everyone. We have been incredibly 
impressed with the new Year 7 students.  They 
have shown themselves to be a fantastic bunch 
of young people.  Through their first five days at 
Chailey School they have been very ably 
supported by our Year 10 Peer Mentors who 
have taken them to all lessons and stayed with 
them at break and lunch.  Although they are 
now moving around the school independently 
the relationship between the Peer Mentors and 
Year 7 will continue for the whole academic 
year.   
 
Things are never quiet at Chailey School.  
We have already had our first school trip - Year 
10 Business Studies students have visited 
Drusillas Zoo, a local business, to find out about 
how business organisations are run.  

 

 
 
At the weekend we say a temporary 'goodbye' 
to ten of our KS4 students (photo above) and 
three staff as they REPRESENT ENGLAND at 
the Global Peace Games.  Students from 
Belgium, Italy and several other countries are 
taking part.  We are very proud to have been 
asked along to the event and will make sure all 
students are made aware of the learning from it 
in assemblies. As well as taking part in sports 
games the students will mark the International 
Day of Peace on the 22nd September.   

 
Next week we hold our annual Open Evening for 
prospective new students and their parents.  I 
would like to send an early message of thanks 
to all of our student volunteers who have signed 
up to help on the night, and to thank parents 
who have the extra task of transporting them 
home later in the evening. 

Year 11 Tutor and Careers Information 
Evening - Thursday 28 September 2017 

As well as meeting with your son/daughter's 
form tutor to obtain their latest academic data, 
predicted grades and to discuss priorities for the 
coming year, you will have the opportunity to 
engage with representatives from our local Sixth 
Form colleges and training providers to obtain 
the necessary information for progression after 
Chailey. 
 
Students will be tasked to liaise with their form 
tutor to secure a convenient time for your 
individual meeting, however, no appointment is 
necessary to meet with the representatives.  
The evening will run from 4.30pm to 7.00pm. 

An email will also be sent to all parents with 
further details of the evening. 

Careers Information Evening for Years 8, 9 
and 10 - Thursday 28 September 2017 

All students and parents from years 8, 9 and 10 
are being offered the opportunity to meet with 
representatives from our local Sixth Form 
colleges and training providers to help pupils 
make informed decisions for their Year 9 options 
and to gather information for future pathways 
after their time at Chailey. 

You are invited to meet with the representatives 
between 3.30pm to 7.00pm - no appointment is 
necessary. 

Do you know an ex-student of Chailey 
School?   

We are looking to establish an active alumni to 
help people from the Chailey family community 
to stay in touch and share their stories, 
adventures and triumphs with our students.  
Please get in touch with us at 
office@chaileyschool.org 

 

mailto:office@chaileyschool.org


 3 

 
Attendance Matters 

Last year the Chailey school community did an 
amazing job in really improving our attendance.  
We work hard to make sure our lessons are as 
good as they can be and really appreciate the 
support given to us by parents.  It is important 
that as few lessons as possible are missed, as 
this impacts on the learning of the whole 
class when a teacher has to go back over things 
for students that have been absent.  Of course, 
there are occasions when an absence cannot be 
avoided.  The information below should help us 
all ensure communication about absence is as 
good as it can be. 

 If your child is unwell and will be absent 
from school please call 01273 890407 
option 1 before 08:30am to report the 
reason for the absence…  
or email absence@chaileyschool.org 
 
Please call each day that your child will not 
be in. 
 

 If your child has an appointment please 
call 01273 890407 option 1 or email 
absence@chaileyschool.org 
with the details; ideally prior to the 
appointment.  
 
Evidence of the appointment in the form of 
a letter, appointment card or compliment 
slip needs to be handed into the main office 
for the attention of Mrs Streeter, 
Attendance Officer. 

 

 For any other absence please complete 
the Absence Request Form located in the 
download section of our website 
http://www.chaileyschool.org/media/3697/
master-absence-request-letter_form.pdf and 
return to the school for the attention of Mrs 
Streeter, Attendance Officer, giving at least 
14 days’ notice. Please note that from 
September 2013 Government guidance no 
longer allows us to authorise any requests 
for children to be taken out of school unless 
there are special circumstances. The 

consequence for taking an unauthorised 
absence is that it will be recorded as such 
and a Penalty Notice maybe requested to be 
issued by the local authority to each parent 
for each child. 

 
 

 
Business Studies Trip to Drusillas Zoo 
 
Our day at Drusillas was informative and 
entertaining. We learnt a lot about the business 
and how they use e-commerce. When we 
arrived our tour guide, James, greeted us for 
the day. We were taken through the first part of 
the zoo, which were reptiles, small monkeys and 
farm animals. My favourite part was definitely 
milking the fake cow!! James then took us into 
the discovery centre where we had a 
presentation. Our Business Studies controlled 
assessment task is to investigate how e-
commerce might improve a small business. We 
were given detailed information and the 
opportunity to ask questions. Finally he brought 
out a Python and Chinchilla called John whom 
we could hold and stroke!  
 
Lunch allowed us to visit the café (if you ever 
happen to visit Drusillas, I recommend eating 
the chocolate fudge cake!). During some free 
time, we decided to spend it on the rides (the 
Hello Kitty ride was phenomenal) and in the 
maze. Shortly after, we met up again to have 
our second half of the tour.  
 
In the second half we were taken to see the 
Lemurs and the orange Panda amongst many 
other animals! Then we made our way into the 
bird enclosure where birds from all angles 
attacked us as we were holding nectar to feed 
them. Next we made our way into the pet zoo, 
meeting all small animals like rabbits and made 
it round to see different types of monkeys, 
flamingos and bats. Our trip neared the end as 
we waved goodbye to James and got back on 
the minibus to school. This was definitely a 
great trip and essential market research for our 
controlled assessment task. 
 
Zoe Welfare and Sophie Wright. 
 

 
 

mailto:absence@chaileyschool.org
mailto:absence@chaileyschool.org
http://www.chaileyschool.org/media/3697/master-absence-request-letter_form.pdf
http://www.chaileyschool.org/media/3697/master-absence-request-letter_form.pdf
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Opportunities with Music 
 

 

Year 7 were treated to an amazing musical 
experience from East Sussex's Music Service last 
week.  A range of different pieces of music were 
played and we really hope that lots of Year 7 
will take the opportunity to take up an 
instrument or continue to learn an instrument 
they are already playing. You can also apply for 
singing lessons.  

If you missed the Music Service evening for 
parents please contact the Curriculum Leader 
for Music, Mr Andrew Baxter, at the school by 
telephone or email abaxter@chailey school.org 

Annual Chess Competition 
 

 

In a gripping and tense finale to the school's 
new annual chess competition, it was John 
Macleod (now of 11Gl) who overcame the skilled 
opposition of Dimitris Pantelis (now of 11Ca) in 
the final. John is now our inaugural 'Chailey 
Grandmaster'! In the semi-finals, John had 
defeated his close rival Reuben Hayward-Brown 
(now of 11Gl) after beating Adam Lawson (now 
of 8Fi), whilst Dimitris held out against Sam Loft 
(now of 9As) on the other side of the semi-final 
draw. Elsewhere, in the 'Plate' Competition, 
Matthew Gardner (now of 9As) overcame Ed 
Joyce (now of 8Gl) in the final. 

Students of the Week 

Charlee Richards (9Fi), Nell Dean-Gant (8Fi) and 
Maddie Bullen (8Fi) are this week's students of 
the week.  They have helped and supported Mr 
Dudgeon in creating a visual representation of 
the journey the school has taken with a national 
project on Assessment for Learning, giving up 
their own time to do so.  It ensured that Mr 
Dudgeon's presentation to a National 
Conference was original and creative.  Thank 
you girls. 

Animal Aid Speaker 

A speaker from Animal Aid came to talk to the 
Year 11 GCSE Food Tech class about 
vegetarianism and veganism as a food choice 
this week.  She also did a cookery 
demonstration, making a delicious chilli using 
vegetables and Realeats vegemince as a meat 
alternative.  This was served with tortilla chips 
which the students enjoyed trying. 
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Future Events 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2017 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

Monday - Friday 18 to 22 Global Peace Games week 

Tuesday  19 18:30 Open Evening for Prospective Parents 

Wednesday  20 School opens for students at 10:15 for students 

Thursday  21 U.N International Day of Peace 

Thursday 21 18:00 Friends of Chailey AGM (school library) 

Friday 22 Non-uniform day ('Jeans for Genes') 

Monday – Thursday 25 to 28 09:00 – 11:00 Open Mornings  

Wednesday  27 Year 8 HPV(1) vaccinations 

Thursday 28 16:30 Year 11 Tutor Meetings and Careers Information Evening  

OCTOBER 2017 

Wednesday  4 Year 11 Art Trip - London 

Thursday 5 16:30 KS3 Tutors'/Parents’ Meetings 

Friday  6 Whole School Fun Run 

Monday - Friday 9 to 13 Reading Week  

Monday - Friday  9 to 13 Year 9 MFL Listening & Reading exams 

Tuesday 10 Year 7 TrekCo Team Building Trip (Blackland Farm) 

Friday  13 Year 7-Year 11 School Photos  

Friday  13  Friends of Chailey Quiz Night (School Hall)  

Friday - Monday  13 to 16 Year 11 Madrid Trip  

Monday - Friday 16 to 20 The 'Big Draw' Week  

Thursday 19 18:00 Welcome to KS3 Evening for Year 7 Parents/Carers 

Friday  20 Year 11 Progress Reports Home 

Monday - Friday 23 to 27 Half Term Holiday  

Monday  30 Term begins for students at normal time 
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Friends of Chailey 
 

 

The Friends of Chailey School have joined 
Easyfundraising. Whenever you buy anything 
online - from your weekly shop to your annual 
holiday - you could be helping the Friends of 
Chailey raise funds for the school. Each 
purchase generates a donation.   
 
So instead of going directly to a retailer’s 
website, go to easyfundraising first and choose 
the retailer you want to shop with – then 
everything you spend with that retailer earns a 
free donation for Friends of Chailey School.  It’s 
completely free to use and your shopping won’t 
cost you a penny more. On average, each 
retailer will donate 5% of the cost of your 
shopping - and those donations soon mount up.  
 
So whatever you need to buy it via 
easyfundraising and raise money for Friends of 

Chailey School at no extra cost to you. 

There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board 
ready to make a donation, including Amazon, 
John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline and Sainsbury's – 
it doesn't cost you a penny extra!  
  

It's as easy as 1, 2, 3...  
  

1. Head to: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/cau
ses/fochailey/ and join for free.  

 

2. Every time you shop online, go to 

easyfundraising first to find the site you 

want and start shopping.  

  

3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer 

will make a donation to your good cause 

for no extra cost whatsoever!  

  

There are no catches or hidden charges and 
Friends of Chailey will be really grateful for your 
donations.  
 

 

 

 
  

  

 
 
  
 


