
Geography KS3 Curriculum 
 

In each year of KS3 students will: 
 develop their geographical skills and their ability to analyse and interpret sources of information 
 investigate physical and human features, processes and events 
 be provided with opportunities to work independently, through undertaking an enquiry, based on an element they are interested in pursuing.  

 
Students will complete an in-depth study of specific locations, on a range of scales, alongside developing a sense of place throughout each unit of the Geography curriculum. 
 

 

 

Year 7 

Geography Toolkit and Geographical Skills 
 
Introducing and refreshing a range of skills that students will 
utilise and develop further throughout the KS3 curriculum. 
 
Students will undertake a range of activities around the school site 
as well as looking at different techniques of displaying 
geographical information. 
 

Rivers 
 

Looking at the physical processes and features along the course of 
a river and how they are utilised. 
 
Investigation of significant rivers, along with interpreting features 
on OS maps and evaluating how rivers can be managed.  
 

Food for Thought 
 
Evlauting different farming types and their implications, the 
decisions made by producers and consumers and the challenges 
faced in balancing out feeding an increasing world population and 
working to ensure activities are ethical and sustainable. 
 

Place Enquiry – Africa 
 

Investigating the physical landscape, human characteristics and 
the interactions that exist between them, acknowledging the 
diversity that exists across the continent. 
 
Students will draw on the features, processes and issues studied 
over the course of Year 7 to create an enquiry question linked to a 
location within Africa – Students will undertake research, analyse 
their findings and draw conclusions from it. 
 

Location, Location, Location 
 

Studying the origins of settlements, why specific locations 
were selected, the layout and features of different types of 

settlements and how and why these change over time. 
  

 

Year 8 

Geographical Skills 
 
Using data presentation and analysis techniques to investigate 
the  demographic make-up of places. 
 
Students will construct different ways of showing population 
statistics, for example population pyramids, alongside 
interpreting population statistics, for example identifying which 
country has the greatest ‘population problem’ . In turn students 
will consider how to manage issues associated with different 
population structures. 
  

Population and Urbanisation including a place focus on 
Asia 

 
Identifying the issues that firstly face the world in terms of 
population movements and structure, and secondly the impact on 
urban areas. Students will look into contrasting locations and 
communities from the rise of megacities to the creation of ghost 
settlements. Emphasis is placed on Asia as a continent that 
reflects some of these features and issues. 
 

Extreme Environments – Avalanches and Antarctica 
 

Looking at a range of locations, their features and the processes 
that have led to their creation, and the challenges they might 
present. Students will identify how and why they might change in 
the future, and consider how humans utilise and manage the 
landscape and the resources found within them.   
 

Dynamic Earth  
 

Students study the processes that create events and features 
such as earthquakes and volcanoes and in doing so identify the 
consequences on the natural landscape and the impact on human 
activity  Consideration is given regarding how to manage such 
challenges and changes whilst recognising that the processes,  
features and events are an on-going natural phenomenon.  
 
 

 

Year 9 

Geographical Skills – Mapskills, GIS and Geoquest 
 
Investigating different ways of presenting information such as 
satellite imagery, along with combining sources to look at how 
elements interact and therefore create an understanding of  the 
‘bigger picture’. Students will also analyse sources of information to 
answer a range of geographical questions.  
 

Environmental Issues 
 
Students look at the impact of human activity on different 
elements, ecosystems, environments and the natural features and 
systems within them. In doing so students consider how to manage 
such interactions and recognise the interdependence between the 
physical and human processes. 
 

Physical Landscapes of the UK 
 
This unit is underpinned by analysing the physical processes which 
continually shape landscape within the UK, therefore 
acknowledging the dynamic nature of such environments. 
 
After developing an understanding of the natural systems at play in 
a range of locations and students consider how humans interact 
and manage the features and processes present.   

Weather and Climate 
 
Identifying the physical processes that operate firstly on a global 
scale to create different climate zones and influence the 
ecosystems found within them. Students then move onto study the 
aspects that help to create the UK’s temperate climate and the 
features and processes that operate on a more local level. Students 
are encouraged to consider how elements interact to create the 
weather we experience, along with identifying how humans, plants 
and animals adapt to survive in particular environments. 
 

Development including a place focus on China  
 
Students identify the physical and human elements, along with how 
they interact, that influence a country’s development and in doing 
so they recognise that development is a series of interdependent 
events. 
 
Drawing on their undertanding of development triggers, students 
will utilise evidence to identify the extent to which locations can be 
considered developed. In doing so students will show an 
appreciation that development can be measured by a wide variety 
of indicators and experiences. 
  

 


