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15th February 2019 – Term 2 - Week 7 

A WEEK OF SUCCESSES 



Weekly Message from Mrs Key 

We were delighted with our local news coverage in the 
Sussex Express last Friday 8th February. An extract is 
copied below if you didn’t get a chance to read it: 
 
Schools Rated ‘Well Above Average’ 
 
Chailey School and the Beacon Academy in Crowborough 
have both been judged ‘well above average’ in the latest 
school league tables. Secondary schools are now 
measured by the progress pupils make during their time at the school in eight 
subjects - a mark known at Progress 8. East Sussex achieved a mark of 0.03 which 
is just above average. The national average is -0.02. For Attainment 8 - the actual 
grades pupils score aged 16 the average across England is 44.5 with East Sussex 
getting 45.2. Chailey School and the Beacon Academy along with St Richard’s 
Catholic College in Bexhill were the three East Sussex schools which gained the ‘well 
above average’ mark.” See clipping of full article on the next page. 
 
This week has been exceptionally busy for Year 11 students; the real countdown to 
GCSEs has begun. Our Food Preparation and Nutrition students have been doing 
their practical assessment. I have been really impressed with the professional 
standard of many of the dishes prepared. 





Our Intervention Evening for Year 11 on Wednesday was a real success with many 
staff giving up an evening to support students with their preparations for GCSE 
Exams. We ran stalls on sleep, nutrition, anxiety, mindfulness and well-being as 
well as providing practical information about revision. The week after the February 
break is the Year 11’s second set of trial exams. We would urge you to encourage 
your child to prepare properly for these—it really helps teachers to know what to 
concentrate on in the coming weeks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Neuroscience and Learning 
The Neuroscience revolution is coming to Chailey School. Our Parent Support 
Service will start working with parents offering service and a Parent Support 
Service website. Look out for more information after the holiday. 
 

 
Tuesday 12th February was Year 10 Relationships Day. We are very thankful to a 
number of agencies who came in to support our work on these important topics. 
Students were really focused in all of the sessions and we are sure they found it a 
vital part of their education. 
 
Here are some quotes from the day: 
“I learned loads about STIs and the new treatments for AIDs” 
“It was good to have proper time to think about the issues” 
“I’ve took time to look into real issues in depth—it was good to have this time” 
 
All that remains for me to say is I hope you all find some quality family time over 
this next February break and we look forward to seeing students back, refreshed 
and ready for the next term. 
 
Consultation on Term Dates 2020 - 2021 
As an ESCC Maintained School, we have to abide by the term dates the council set. 
ESCC is currently consulting on dates for the academic year 2020—2021. 



Important Dates for your Diary 

Monday 18th February 2019 

Half Term Begins 

 

Monday 25th February 2019 

Back to School 

Year 11 Trial Exams 

 

Wednesday 27th February 2019 

Music visit to Glyndbourne (Musicians Invitation Only)  

 

Friday 1st March 2019 

UKMT Team Challenge - Lancing College 
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EMILY BATES - For being 
incredibly helpful and kind to other 
students and for being motivated to 

improve her own skills.  



Public Speaking Competition 
 

This week, in the aristocratic setting of the Hove Club, three Year 10 students: 
Sophia Oxenbury, Wilfrid Watson and Amber Wise competed in the English 
Speaking Union Public Speaking competition. Sophia delivered a passionate and 
heartfelt speech that impressed the judges; Wilfrid handled the pressures of being 
the Chairperson with poise and flair and Amber asked some thoughtful and probing 
questions. Each of the students were judged on how well they fulfilled their role: 
Speaker, Chairperson and Questioner and after much deliberation, the 
judges awarded Chailey School runners-up spot, narrowly missing out to winners 
Brighton College. The students each received book vouchers for their efforts and 
thoroughly enjoyed the nerve-jangling experience.  

STOP PRESS: New Support for Parents 
 

From the week beginning 4th March, we are offering weekly parent 
surgeries. 
 
Wednesdays 3:13pm - 4:10pm - General surgeries with a senior 
member of staff 
Fridays 8:45am - 10:05am - SENCO Appointments 
 
Each appointment will be up to 20 minutes. If you would like to come in 
to discuss anything related to your child’s education, please phone the 
school and you will be allocated an appointment. 



Start of the School Day 
 

A polite reminder that the school day starts at 8:40am promptly and all students 
should be ready and in their tutor groups at this time. A significant number of 
students are arriving after the school gates are closed and the day has already 
started.  Please be aware that any student arriving after 8:40am will be sanctioned 
with an S1, escalating higher for persistent lateness. 

Sheffield Park Photography 
 

Year 9 students spent a really successful morning at Sheffield Park beginning a 
three year innovative project with The National Trust and So Sussex.  They had a 
brilliant, creative and muddy time installed our pin hole cameras with artist Nick 
Sayers and will collect them in 3 months.  We look forward to seeing this project 
develop.  Watch this space! 



Nepal Trek and Community Project, Nepal. 

Friday 16th – Friday 30th October 2020  
 

We would like to let you know that we are in the planning stages for a return visit 
to Nepal. 
 
As you may be aware we have undertaken two previous visits to this amazing 
country and we know that each of the students who went not only had a once in a 
lifetime experience but also gained enormously from their time spent in the remote 
countryside and with the Nepalese people. 
 
Current Year 7 and 8 students have the opportunity to participate in this extremely 
unique and special venture. 
 
Whilst in Nepal, students will spend time in Kathmandu, visiting the sites and 
exploring the city. They will then travel to the Shivapuri National park, with views 
of the Himalayan mountains, undertake a trek with fabulous views of the 
Himalayas along the way, camping or staying in lodges on route. The group will 
then spend time in Bantipu, an ancient Newari cultural village, and spend two days 
assisting with life and work in the Buddhist Monastery. 
 
The cost, dependent on numbers and flight costs, will be approximately £2,850. 
This is fully inclusive and includes return flights, all travel in Nepal, 
accommodation, all meals, excursions in Kathmandu, trekking permits and Nepal 
entry Visa. The only additional cost will be spending money for souvenirs and 
possible charges for the required vaccinations. 
 
We acknowledge that this is a considerable expense. However, we believe that, 
when considering all that is included and all that the students will gain from such a 
visit, both physically, emotionally and in terms of experience and lifelong 
memories, the cost is justified. Numbers are limited to 30 students, with a 
minimum of 10 students required to make the trip viable. Initial deposit payment 
will be payable in early May 2019. 
 
There will be an information evening for parents and students in early March for all 
those who are interested in being part of this unique opportunity. The information 
evening will be led by Susie and Kalsang Sherpa, from the Walking and Climbing 
Company, who will be giving further information on the venture. 
 
A short assembly will be delivered to all Year 7 and 8 students during the first week 
after half term when we will ask for an expression of interest in order to gauge 
whether the visit is viable and letters regarding the visit and details of the 
information evening will be available for students to collect from Student Services. 



Democracy Award 
 

This week, Chailey School received confirmation of their 'Democracy Award' from 
East Sussex County Council. This award was connected to students' participation in 
the elections to the East Sussex Youth Cabinet last term, with Chailey's student 
voter turn-out being a very high 86% and therefore giving them the 'gold' award 
(one of only three secondary schools in East Sussex to reach this level). Max 
Grindon (10Gl) was elected by Chailey students as the school's representative on 
the Cabinet, and plays an important role in representing our students. The school 
also took part in the 'Make Your Mark' national ballot on youth issues with 12,166 
votes being cast by young people across the county. Of the issues presented, the 
top priorities emerging from that ballot on which the Cabinet will now work this 
year are: ending knife crime, improving mental health support, and 
tacking homelessness. It is fantastic to see such a commitment to youth voice and 
democracy at Chailey School and across the county.  



National Apprenticeship Week Roadshow 2019  
 

National Apprenticeship week is 4th-8th March and in partnership with 
Apprenticeships in Sussex, East Sussex County Council will be holding two 
Apprenticeship Roadshows events, plus a number of pop-up events across the 
county. 
 
Students, parents and carers will be able to meet local employees, training 
providers and current apprentices at the roadshows and there will be panel 
discussions on the different types of apprenticeships and levels available 
 
The event details are: 
Tuesday 5 March - Eastbourne Town Hall, 17:00 - 19:00 
Wednesday 13 March - Hastings Library, 17:00 - 19:00 
 
17:00 - 19:00 Employers and training provider stalls 
17:30 - 18:00 Traineeships and Apprenticeship talks 
18:30 - 19:00 Higher and Degree Apprenticeships talks 
 
Visit www.c360.org.uk/NAW2019 to book on to the roadshows, for up to date 
information, and to find dates when Apprenticeships in Sussex will be popping up 
in Hailsham, Lewes, Newhaven, Crowborough, Heathfield and Uckfield. 

Chailey School Building Project  
 

The revised planning application for a new building at Chailey School is now 
available for comment on the Council’s website.    
 
The majority of respondents to our pre-application community engagement 
supported the principle of a modernized Chailey School with enhanced facilities and 
consider the following elements of our plans to be most important; 
 
 Provision of a modern, sustainable secondary school 
 Enhanced teaching and learning environment 
 Reduced maintenance costs for school therefore increasing funding for 

education. 
 
The planned new building will also enable Chailey School to provide more 
opportunities for the community to share facilities. 
 
The Council’s consultation closes on Tuesday 5th March.  It would be really great if 
parents/carers would take a few minutes to put some positive comments on the 
consultation. 



Elderflower Fields  

Year 8 have been spending lots of time creating large bugs for the Elderflower 

Fields Festival later this year. 

City Careers Fair  

It’s almost time for the City Careers Fair, celebrating National Careers Week. 

 

Are you a parent or carer and want to talk to employers and training providers with 
your children? Are you in education and want to know what could be next? 

 Meet local employers, educators and training providers. 

 Find out about key industry sectors and further education providers. 

 Talk about apprenticeship opportunities. 

 

Everyone welcome. Free to attend, no registration required. 

Tuesday 5th March 2019, 3.30pm - 6pm. 

American Express Community Stadium, West Stand. 

Free parking available. 

Amex Stadium is served by local buses and next to Falmer train station. 





Artists of the Week  
Year 9 - For their incredible Pop Art 



Artists of the Week  
Year 9 - For their incredible Pop Art 







 

LUNCH & AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

Spring 2019  

AFTER SCHOOL 

15.15 - 16.30 

Monday 

KS4 GCSE Trampolining Club 

Year 7 Drama Club 

 

Tuesday 

CARE Club - Lab 2 

STEM Club - Lab 4 

KS4 Indoor Football Club 

 

Wednesday 

CREST Award - Lab 2 

Badminton Club 

GCSE Art Club 

 

Thursday 

CARE Club - Lab 2 

Aesthetics Club 

GCSE Dance 

GCSE PE & Dance Hwk Det 

PE Theory Support Drop In 

 

Friday 

KS3 Basketball 

LUNCH 

13.15 - 14.00  

Monday 

Rugby Club 

GCSE Dance 

 

Tuesday 

KS3 Art Club 

KS3 Fitness Gym 3.15 - 4.00 

KS4 Fitness Gym 4.00 - 4.45 

 

Wednesday 

Netball Club 

Taekwondo Club 

Primary Festivals 

GCSE Art Club 

 

Thursday 

Aesthetics Club 



Alumni Network 
 

Do you know an ex-student of Chailey School? 

 

The school runs an Alumni Network which keeps in 
touch with past students and associates.  Through 
this network we can seek outside speakers to provide 
talks or presentations to students covering a wide 
range of employability sectors.  

 

If you are a former student at Chailey or know of 
someone who is, and would like to get involved, we 
would be delighted to hear from you.  

 

Please contact Mrs Bodner 

sbodner@chaileyschool.org 

HAVE A GREAT WEEK! 


