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ENGAGING WITH OPPORTUNITIES 



Weekly Message from Mrs Key 
As a relatively small secondary school we are really 
proud of the opportunities we are able to provide for our 
students. A typical week in the life of Chailey School is 
anything but dull. As an example, this week we had our 
annual musical. This featured a cast of over 30 students, 40 students in our orchestra 
and over 10 helping technically. We are extremely proud of the standard of perfor-
mance we are now able to consistently put on. This is in no small part due to the 
commitment, engagement and hard work of the students and staff concerned, who 
have given up time out of formal school hours to ensure that we really are ‘the best 
that we can be’. Well done to everyone involved. I would challenge any other 11-16 
school to put on a better show! 

Here is some feedback from one of our school governors after watching the show last 
night: “Wow, excellent, amazing are words that come to mind from last night's per-
formance. Thank you for inviting me and for the front row seat. The singing, the act-
ing, the orchestra, the technical team are all worthy of the standing ovation. Please 
do pass on my congratulations for an excellent evening to the management team, 
especially the 'conductor'. All the hard work and hours that went into rehearsals was 
evident. A school performance to be proud off.” 

On top of this we also had a number of opportunities to engage with careers to mark 
National Careers Day. These were in the field of animal care, the fire service and 
midwifery talks in science lessons. Year 10’s have also had a careers visit to the 
Amex where we were congratulated on how engaged our students were compared to 
other schools.  

To celebrate International Women’s Day we also invited some Year 7 girls to research 
aspects of national and international female poverty and to create speeches. The re-
sults were outstanding and I was ably supported in judging the competition by Local 
Counsellor, Ms Sharon Davy.  

We also held a really successful book swap and sale yesterday, in addition to collect-
ing books to take to Nepal on our next visit as a school.  

In addition, on Monday Mr Dudgeon took a small group of students to the Houses of 
Parliament to gain an understanding of our democracy and to collect a democracy 
award for Chailey School.  

This are just some examples of the range of opportunities we provide to support the 
development of our students.  
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Important Dates for your Diary 
 

Monday 9th March 

International Women’s Day 
 

Thursday 12th March 

4pm-7pm Year 10 Parents Evening 

 

Friday 13th March 

Non-Uniform Day 

 

Thursday 19th March 

6pm Year 11 Exam Information 
Evening 

 

Tuesday 24th March 

Year 10 Art Trip 

 

Wednesday 25th March 

Governors Meeting 

 

Thursday 26th March 

4pm-7pm Year 8 Parents Evening 

Don’t forget! 

On Friday 13th March we will be 
holding a non-school uniform day to 
support two causes. The first is CRY 
(Cardiac Risk in the Young). We are 
supporting Julie Essex in her fund-
raising in honour of Ben Hammond. 
Our second charity is ‘Bloody Good 
Period’. International Women's Day is 
on 13th March and, along with lead-
ing assemblies on this theme, we will 
give half of our proceeds to this char-
ity which provide sanitary products to 
refugees. We ask for £1 donation 
from students and staff to support 
these great causes.  



 

 

 

Some photos from our amazing school 

performance of We Will Rock You. 

We Will Rock You 



 

 

 

On Wednesday morning Year 5 and 6 classes from our Local Primary Schools 

came in to watch the WWRU performance. Here are some of the comments 

from Newick Primary school students: 

Primary Feedback from We Will Rock You 



 

 

 

Primary Feedback from We Will Rock You 



 

 

 

On Monday 2nd March, two Year 9 students (Sophie Mills and Hannon Bendall) 

who had been much involved in democracy events such as the school’s Mock 

General Election and the East Sussex Youth Cabinet elections travelled up to 

the Houses of Parliament with Mr Dudgeon to receive the school’s Democracy 

Award as part of an event run by East Sussex County Council. Once there, 

they had a chance to meet briefly with the constituency’s MP, Maria Caulfield, 

and discuss young people’s concerns about climate change and environmental 

issues. A tour of the Houses of Parliament followed, and then the Awards cere-

mony with other East Sussex secondary schools and the East Sussex Youth 

Cabinet during which the school were presented with their individual award 

and photographed with the MPs from East Sussex. Before leaving for home, 

there was a quick opportunity to watch some questions from MPs to govern-

ment ministers in the House of Commons – on the subject of education! 

Democracy Award at the Houses of Parliament  



 

 

 

Year 9 students at the Southern School Book Award evening. On Friday, with 

illustrator Chris Riddell sketching throughout, authors spoke about their novels 

before a winner was declared. Students also had their copies of books signed. 

A terrific evening of reading! 

The students with the overall winner of the competition (as voted for by East 

Sussex students): 'The Island' by M.A. Bennett: 

Southern School Book Award Evening 



 

 

 

On Thursday 5th March Mrs Key and three local women and our ’secret judge’ 

had the privilege to judge the third annual Year 7 Girls’ Public Speaking Com-

petition at Chailey School. 

This event has been organised by Ms Michica to give the girls the opportunity 

to learn the skills of preparing and delivering speeches. Students were chosen 

by their history teacher and mentored through the process by Ms Michica. 

Judges were Councillor Sharon Davy, Heather Shepheard the Churchward-

en and Fiona Pearl, a Licensed Lay Minister, both from St. Mary’s Church, Bar-

combe and Year 7 student, Grace Jenkins.  

The students chose their area of research and all judges were incredibly im-

pressed by the way the students were able to tackle such complex issues as 

Forced Marriage, Period Poverty, Access to Education, Street Harassment, 

Child Labour and Gender Stereotypes.  

Without exception every young student had prepared extensive research and 

put together a speech which was informative, accurate, persuasive and took 

the judges on a journey. 

It was almost impossible to declare a winning pair and all of the girls have 

been rewarded with a ‘Key to Success’ for Engaging with Opportunities. In the 

end Amy and Amelia were declared winners for their speech on Access to Edu-

cation and will be treating the rest of the school to their speech in assembly.  

There is no doubt that talent and skill is in abundance in Year 7 and we all 

look forward to seeing the development of these future leaders. 

International Women’s Day Speeches 



On 29th February, at the ABPU Federation meet in Eastbourne, Chailey School 
student Sam Waters and his friend Aaron Todd, also a student from Chailey 
School, broke four British records for weightlifting for their respective age and 
weight categories. As a result they are both British Weighting Champions and 
will be competing at the national weightlifting competition later this year.  

Sam:         Aaron: 

Squat - 170kg       Squat - 170kg 

Bench - 120kg       Bench - 107.5kg 

Deadlift - 200kg       Deadlift - 195kg 

Total - 490kg       Total - 472.5kg 

 

Sam and Aaron have never had any formal 
coaching, and have achieved this all by them-
selves on budget equipment they’ve worked to 
pay for. 

We are so very proud of them both. They would 
like to give a shout out to Evan, Kaspar, Alex and 
Magnus who train with them.   

Perseverance, teamwork, good humour and pas-
sion! 

 

On Wednesday, Year 10 visited the Amex Stadium for 
their Careers Fair. The students were congratulated on 
how engaged our students were compared to other 
schools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations! 

Year 10 Careers Trip to the Amex 



Artist of the Week (Ms Johnson) 

Lolly MacDiarmid Year 10 

 

 Careers Week—Midwife Visit 

Ex-student Hollie Johnson gave inspirational 
speech to Year 10 students during science les-
sons and a Year 7 drop in session about her 
pathway to becoming a midwife. She explained 
that she was not successful at school due to 
difficult circumstances but that she decided lat-
er she wanted to retrain and to go to university 
and completed an access course before being 
accepted into her degree. Anything is possible. 
It is always great to see ex students back at 
Chailey.  



Artist of the Week (Ms Katona) 

Sophie Long Year 11 

  



 
 

 





 

KS3 will be running the Sports Relief Mile in one of their PE lessons during 
the week beginning 9th March. They will be either donating £1 or gaining 
sponsorship to complete the distance (or more if they choose). 
 
KS4 however, will be a whole different ball game (quite literally). On 
Wednesday 11th March we will be challenging Year 10 and Year 11 to a Net-
ball match in the sports hall at lunchtime and on Friday 13th March we will 
do the same with Indoor Football. It will be £1 to play and £1 to spectate. 



 

 

 

Calling All Former Students 

 

If you’re a former student of Chailey School,                   
we want to hear from you! 

Your experiences since leaving could help to motivate and inspire 
our current students to feel more confident in making decisions 
about their future. We’d love you to join our alumni network and 

stay connected with the school. 

We’ve partnered with the national education charity Future 
First, who specialise in helping schools like ours to stay 

connected with their former students. 

You can choose how and when you help – perhaps you can act 
as a career and education role model, provide work experience, 
become a mentor in person or online, or help with donations, 

fundraising or even apply to become a governor. 

It doesn’t matter when you left us, whether you’re in further 
education or employment, whether you still live nearby or have 

moved further away, there are still ways you can help. 

In order to sign up, just follow this link and fill in the online form 
– we promise it will only take a couple of minutes. 

 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/signup/chailey 

HAVE A GREAT WEEK! 


