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ENRICHMENT, LEARNING AND 
ACHIEVEMENT 



Weekly Message from Mrs Key 

As we approach the mid-point of this term we felt it appropriate to send out a 

newsletter. 

We hope you are all well and coping with the current lockdown. Please 

remember, we are here if you need us for anything. Even if it is not 

educational, we may be able to put you in touch with local organisations.  

Remote Learning 

We are absolutely delighted with the vast majority of our students who are 

doing so well at maintaining the structure of their day and attending our live 

provision. Remember, we do have a break each day between 11.15am—

12.20pm and we would strongly recommend a break from screens and at least 

a walk outdoors everyday.  

Enrichment Days 

Our students and staff are working incredibly hard in their live lessons. For 

staff, there is also the very important tasks of planning the lessons and 

marking student work. We are also aware that continual time in front of a 

screen is not good for anyone. For these reasons we are introducing 

Enrichment Days/Sessions. These will allow us to: 

• Have a tutor meeting with students on Teams to check in on wellbeing 

and gain feedback on live lessons 

• Set some homework 

• Give time for reading 

• Set some enrichment activities 



The Chailey Award 

Over the last few years we have developed our Chailey Award to encourage 

our students to take part in experiences and opportunities beyond the formal 

curriculum. Like much of life, The Chailey Award has been disrupted over the 

last year. We are, therefore, adapting our award to reward students who show 

our Chailey Classroom characteristics: 

• Resilience 

• Kindness 

• Independence 

• Creativity 

They can be used as ‘jokers’ to replace any of the 11 areas from the Chailey 

Award that are impossible at the moment. Mr Dudgeon leads the work on our 

Chailey Award and his assembly informs students how to work towards and 

apply for an award. What a great time to get ahead with this! Mr Dudgeon’s 

assembly is next week and we will send it out to you all then. 

Great Students! 

Elodie Woodbridge-Cox and Eloise Albanese wrote a lovely poem to sum up 

their 2020 experience. We thought you may like to read it (on page 5).  

Elodie also raised over £150 for the RSPCA, her favourite charity, by going 

vegan for January.  

Please also see Alistair Ballentyne’s report on page 6 about his TV experience.  

Have you got anything we can share about our amazing students? Let us 

know! 

Our New Building 

We are due to move into our new building over the February break. All our 

staff are responsible for packing and unpacking. You can imagine how long 

this takes. The LA has given us 5 extra Inset Days, but we are not going to 

take them all. Instead, please be aware of the following: 

Thursday 11th February:  Normal school day, but live lesson only P1. All  

       other lessons on SMHW 

Friday 12th February:  Inset Day 



Monday 22nd February: Inset Day 

Tuesday 23rd and Wednesday 24th February:  Normal school day but all  

           lessons on SMHW 

Tuesday 25th February: Live lesson resume 

Access to Attendance Marks 

From Monday 25th January 2021 all parents and carers will be able to ac-
cess attendance data for their child via Edulink. This will enable you to 
monitor your child's attendance in live lessons during this period of home 
learning, should you wish to. This may be particularly useful if your child 
is working at home unsupervised for any part of the school day. 

In order to access this data, simply click on the attendance tab on your 
child's homepage. 

Sussex Uniforms contacted us last week to reassure us that although all their 

shops are temporarily closed due to the restrictions, they are still fully opera-

tional online, answering phones and processing orders as normal.  We know 

that Broadbridges and Intersport also sell uniform online, so please don’t feel 

you are unable to purchase items during lockdown.  

Sussex Uniforms also wanted to inform us that, as with most businesses they 

have had a lot of unexpected additional expenditure over the past 12 months. 

They held their prices throughout 2020, absorbing the increases for parents, 

but this is not sustainable especially now with further increases. Therefore, 

new prices will be coming into effect this month, as and when suppliers con-

firm their 2021 prices. This is likely to be the same with all of our uniform sup-

pliers.  

As always, our uniform suppliers continue to negotiate extremely hard with 

their suppliers to minimise any increases and keep uniform absolutely the best 

value for parents. 

Also, as part of our suppliers on-going commitment to providing the best, sus-

tainable uniform garments, they will be gradually moving our polyester blazers 

over to Eco blazers, which are made from recycled plastic bottles. These blaz-

ers are top quality and have already been tried and tested in the marketplace 

for several years, so we know that they not only help reduce the impact on the 

environment, but also don’t compromise on the quality of the uniform offered. 

You can find out more here: https://www.davidluke.com/eco-system/eco-

uniform-explained  

Uniform 



2020 Poem by Elodie Woodbridge-Cox and Eloise  

Albanese, Year 7 

2020 was a year like no other 

It started off with me and my mother 

We sat in the car 

And watched a star! 

Flying through space 

As it amused my face 

I closed my eyes and counted to three 

Hoping my wish would fill me with glee! 

When we got home, we turned on the news 

The pandemic in China made us confused! 

There was a case that the world had to embrace 

We thought we were fine  

Then it came our time  

When the key workers had to shine 

Soon the Prime Minister 

Advised the pandemic was SO sinister 

He shut schools down 

 And begun a lockdown 

A 100-year-old hero who survived the war 

Got out of bed and did some more, 

He walked everyday just to say 

Thank you to the people who are saving lives  

Out on the front line! 

Then every Thursday at 8 O’clock  

Off the sofa we got and all clapped a lot 

Now it’s the 23rd December 

And what a year to remember 

A vaccine has arrived  

And will hopefully save lives 

Here comes Christmas and the New Year 

Let’s hope 2021 gives everyone so much more cheer!  



My TV Experience by Alistair Ballentyne, 8GL 

Hi, my name is Alistair and I am in Year 8. My story all started in March 

2020 when I saw an ad in the school newsletter to compete in a TV 

show called Step Up To The Plate. This is a CBBC production about kids 

running their own restaurant, either as chefs or waiters, hosted by Fred 

Sirieix and Allegra McEvedy.  

I applied to take part as a waiter. Once I applied I had to wait about a 

month to hear if I had been chosen. I didn't get any news, so I pre-

sumed that I didn't get picked. But two weeks later I came home and 

my mum said that she had an important email to share with me. I had 

been selected! The next step was a Zoom call with the head of casting, 

which involved an interview. I passed that too and was told that we 

would start filming in late March. Then, much to my  disappointment, 

lockdown and Covid struck…!  

Filming eventually resumed in November and my mum and I went up to 

London for two days to compete in the first heats. Each morning I was 

collected by a chaperon and taken to the studios. Being a waiter was 

quite stressful, we had to deal with difficult diners as well as make our 

own mocktails which we had designed earlier - mine was called ‘Artic 

Blaze’. We also had to rely on the kitchen to have food ready, and if it 

wasn’t we’d take the blame! It was very tiring, but the thrill and experi-

ence was priceless. It was a chance to be in an adult’s world and see 

how interesting and fun a restaurant job can be. I knew I’d be unlikely 

to have an experience like that again, so I took in and enjoyed every 

moment of it!   

Unfortunately, I can’t share what happened during the show as it won't 

be aired on CBBC until later this month… you’ll just have to tune in! 

(3/1/21) 



Artist of the Week 

Jakob Webb 

Year 10 

Photos of the New Build  



Tips for Mental Health 

Maintaining good mental health is just as important as having a healthy body. It affects the way children think, feel 

and act. As a parent, you play an important role in promoting your child's mental health and recognising when there 

may be early signs of difficulties. 

So, here are our 10 top tips on practical ways you can positively promote your child’s mental health: 

1. Connect with your child everyday. 

Try to have make time every day for an activity where you can connect with your child without distractions that ena-

bles comfortable conversation. We all lead busy lives, but doing an activity like this together will offer your child the 

opportunity for them to feel secure and express how they are doing / feeling; 

2. Have quiet time together. 

This is a great way to connect with your child and takes no planning! Uninterrupted quiet time provides an ideal envi-

ronment for your child to focus and build their attention span. When things are overwhelming, quiet time can help 

your child reset their thoughts and avoid behaviour escalation to meltdowns; 

3. Praise your child when they do well. 

Recognise their efforts as well as achievements- praise the small steps.  

4. Foster your child’s self-esteem. 

Self-esteem is how they feel about themselves, both inside and out. Children with good self-esteem generally have a 

positive outlook, accept themselves and feel confident. Fostering self-esteem includes showing love and acceptance, 

asking questions about their activities / interests and helping them to set realistic goals; 

5. Actively listen to your child. 

That’s really listening to what they are saying and how they are feeling. Often the way children feel may seem unreal-

istic or disproportionate to adults but remember, children do not have the wisdom of experience and they may need 

help and direction to make sense of situations and feelings. Try to answer your child's questions and reassure them in 

an age-appropriate manner. Whilst you may not be able to answer all their questions, talking things through can help 

them feel calmer; 

6. Wherever possible stick to commitments and routines. 

Following through on commitments and routines builds trust and continuity, important relationship factors.  

7. Keep your promises. 

Should the need to break a commitment or routine occur make sure there is a valid reason and take the time to ex-

plain why to your child. Remember success comes from keeping your promises to your child; 

8. Find opportunities to play together. 

Play is a fantastic way for children to learn new things and develop problem solving skills. It also offers great opportu-

nities for them to learn how to express their feelings; 

9. Be a positive role model. 

Look after your own mental health and wellbeing. Children are intuitive and will readily pick up on feelings such as 

stress, anxiety, hopelessness and fear. 

10. Help your child to develop a language of feelings. 

Teaching children about feelings can be hard as it’s an abstract concept but if they can understand and express their 

emotions, they will be less likely to ‘act out’.   

 



Tips for Reading at Home 



Calling All Former Students 
 

If you’re a former student of Chailey School,                   
we want to hear from you! 

Your experiences since leaving could help to motivate and inspire 
our current students to feel more confident in making decisions 
about their future. We’d love you to join our alumni network and 

stay connected with the school. 

We’ve partnered with the national education charity Future 
First, who specialise in helping schools like ours to stay 

connected with their former students. 

You can choose how and when you help – perhaps you can act 
as a career and education role model, provide work experience, 
become a mentor in person or online, or help with donations, 

fundraising or even apply to become a governor. 

It doesn’t matter when you left us, whether you’re in further 
education or employment, whether you still live nearby or have 

moved further away, there are still ways you can help. 

In order to sign up, just follow this link and fill in the online form 
– we promise it will only take a couple of minutes. 

 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/signup/chailey 

 

HAVE A GREAT WEEK! 


