


Homework after half-term
Increase to other subjects beyond English and 
Maths.
Weekly: Science, Modern Foreign Languages
Week A: History, Technology
Week B: Art and Geography



7 days

12 days



Social Media
Age restrictions

13

Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, 
Pinterest, TikTok, 
Snapchat

16

WhatsApp

18

YouTube (13 if on 
parent account)

Our Thoughts

Can be useful tools

Can be very harmful

Stick to age restrictions as a 
minimum

Must have adult 
supervision - be aware of 
what they're looking at

Don't be part of large 
groups



What makes a student successful in English? 

How can I help my child to achieve their 
potential? 



We study texts using the principles of ‘Faster Read’

Studies have shown reading challenging, complex novels aloud and 
at a fast pace in each lesson –therefore giving students a coherent, 
uninterrupted reading experience – supports weaker students to 
become skilled in inference, and also stretches those most able. 
Westbrook, J, Sutherland, J, Oakhill, J and Sullivan, S (2019) 'Just reading': increasing pace and volume of reading whole narratives on the 

comprehension of poorer adolescent readers in English classrooms.

What are the key aims of the English curriculum at Chailey? 



We think it is 
important to 
develop students’ 
cultural awareness 
through literature. 

What are the key aims of the English curriculum at Chailey? 

Year 7 Texts

Set in Victorian 
Britain

Gender roles

Societal 
expectations

Conflict

Morality

Science vs religion

Contemporary 
setting – refugee 

camp 

Plight of 
Rohingya 
Muslims

Morality

Displacement

Injustice

Set during the 
Holocaust WWII

Power and oppression

Prejudice

Friendship 



At Chailey, we think 
reading really matters
• Evidence suggests that there is a positive 

relationship between reading frequency, 
reading enjoyment and attainment (Clark 
2011; Clark and Douglas 2011). 

• Other benefits to reading for pleasure 
include: improved text comprehension and 
grammar, positive reading attitudes, 
pleasure in reading in later life, increased 
general knowledge (Clark and Rumbold, 
2006). 



How we encourage reading…

Students have dedicated time each                                      
week to read with their tutor in                                   
Community and Culture time.

We will help your son/daughter to choose fiction and 
other books through…

• Opportunities to talk to their peers in library lessons 

• Discussions with their English teacher

• Advice from student librarians

• Displays around the school championing reading.

PLUS…
Faster Reading 
in class helps 
students to see 
themselves as 
successful 
readers of 
whole texts,  
promoting a 
love of books. 



How can you encourage 
wider reading at home?

• Read! Show that you enjoy and value 
reading.
•Make it a habit – for everyone!
• Encourage your son or daughter to 

share their reading.
• Encourage them to read aloud with 

expression to their younger siblings.
• Tell them that reading a lot makes 

them smarter!
• Share what you have read!



How you can help your child to 
improve in vocabulary and spelling? 

• Be tenacious and keep standards high – practice makes permanent!

• Help them to spot words within words. Encourage them to seek the 
words they do know within larger, more complicated words.

• Use a dictionary. Buy your child a dictionary or help them to use an 
online one - encourage them check the meanings of new words.

• LOOK, COVER, SAY, WRITE, CHECK and writing out spelling 
corrections 3 times. 



Developing students' vocabulary

• From this week, Year 7 will be completing Bedrock Learning homework.

• Bedrock is an online programme which explicitly teaches vocabulary 
through reading.

• The expectation is that all students complete a minimum of two lessons 
per week. These will need to be at least a day apart to ensure that word 
knowledge is fully embedded.

• You can support Bedrock learning by encouraging your child to plan ahead 
for their two lessons and by discussing with them the new words they have 
added to their vocabulary. You will soon be sent a parent login which will 
allow you to track activity.





Bedrock uses 
reading as a 
way of 
introducing 
students to new 
vocabulary. 

Each student 
has a tailored 
program which 
uses their 
reading age to 
plan their 
vocabulary 
learning.  



There are a 
variety of 
different types 
of quizzes and 
games that put 
the words into 
action. 



Homework 
in English

As well as 
completing Bedrock, 
students will have a 
creative organiser to 
complete. These 
have a choice of 
tasks so that 
students have some 
autonomy. 
They have two 
weeks to complete 
one option. 



Literacy Intervention at 
Chailey

1:1 personalised learning programmes provide 
literacy support for students who struggle with 
reading or writing. These include:

• Lexia – an online literacy programme

• Rapid Plus Reading – structured reading intervention
which uses teen-friendly readers to boost students' word 
recognition and reading comprehension skills

• Stareway to Spelling: a structured, multisensory spelling 
scheme



Literacy Intervention at 
Chailey

Chailey is a dyslexia-friendly school. Support 
for our dyslexic learners includes:

• high quality, dyslexia-friendly, multisensory teaching

• celebrating strengths

• recognising optimum learning styles

• encouraging resilience and independence

• 15 Minute Group every Thursday in the Intervention 
Room– lunchtime social club for Year 7s where they can 
meet, play games, enjoy multi-sensory activities and 
catch up about their learning.





Success in Mathematics



We want students to become:

• Confident and able to recall and apply mathematical knowledge in 
different contexts

• Able to explain their methods and thinking processes and apply skills in 
context

• Fluent in different areas of maths

• Efficient in applying problem-solving and reasoning skills

• Independent thinkers



How the curriculum support students:

• Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract (CPA): start with real life objects, build to 
mathematical representations and move to abstract symbols.



How the curriculum support students:

• Planning for misconceptions – examples of where students could go wrong, 
challenging them to spot and rectify errors allowing for misconceptions to 
be tackled early.



How the curriculum support students:

• Revisiting – the curriculum is designed to include multiple opportunities to 
look at topics again in new contexts. 



How the curriculum support students:

• Low floor, high ceiling tasks - differentiation together with reasoning 
and problem- solving questions that will challenge all pupils



Homework:



Homework:



Homework:



How can you help?



How can you help?



Success in Science

• We intend to provide students with a secure 
foundation to help them better understand 
concepts, provide key vocabulary and relevant 
practical skills which are interleaved into the 
scheme of work.

• We aim to nurture curiosity, creativity and 
develop practical skills within the science 
curriculum. This is achieved through a 
curriculum which has been developed with a 
variety of tasks.

• There are a number of opportunities to take 
part in Science outside of lesson times. With 
STEM club and CARE club both on Tuesday 
lunchtimes. We also part take in many STEM 
activities, with the favourite in year 7 being 
rocket cars.



Our curriculum in 
year 7

Introduction topic
• This is focused on safety, practical's and 
scientific skills.

Biology
• Animal adaptations, Environment, Cells and 
Organisation

Chemistry

• States of matter, Atoms, Elements, 
Compounds, Separating techniques, Acids 
and alkalis

Physics

• Energy transfers, forces, magnets and 
the universe



How the curriculum support students:

• Checking prior knowledge and addressing misconceptions

• Emphasis on key words and key concepts

• Practical skills

• Modelling

• Differentiation – support and challenge

• Revisiting and linking knowledge

• Placemats

• Cross curricular

• STEM challenges and careers

• Extra curricular activities







Homework

• After half term all year 7 students will be set homework on Seneca once a 
week.

• Homework should take approx 30 minutes.

• All Science teachers will go through with their classes exactly how to access 
and use Seneca after half term.



• Check show my homework to see what Seneca has been set

• Support your child with their Seneca homework.

• Have meaningful Science conversations about relevant topics eg
Global warming, extinction, new scientific developments, mechanics, 
electricity, energy crisis etc

• Be positive about Science – challenge misconceptions and help 
your child grow an inquisitive, investigative mind. Try not to 
bring certain Science's down eg Physics.

What can you do to help



Supporting 
our students with 
additional needs



Whole school 
approach

Robust understanding 
of needs

Range of Strategies to 
manage those needs

Able to identify when 
to use those strategies





Student 
passports

• Information about student's needs

• Strategies to manage those needs

• Self-help strategies



Parental concerns

SENDCo at Chailey School email:

SENDCo@chaileyschool.org

Weekly SEND surgery

- 25 min appointments

- Every Friday morning

- Bookable by calling reception

mailto:SENDCo@chaileyschool.org


We aim to be a mentally healthy school, with a positive and supportive school ethos 
aiming to promote our students' mental health and wellbeing. We do this through...

- ...early intervention, resilience and self-care.

- ...reducing stigma around mental health.

- ...empowering students.

- ...kindness (one of our Chailey School Values! Alongside creativity, independence, 

and resilience...)

Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing





Useful information for parents/carers




